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The code will classify the 

storage method as either: 

1) Shelf Storage 
A building protected with fire 

sprinklers can include 1-hour fire-

resistance-rated walls to create 4 

separate control areas. Each control 

area can store up to 40,000 lbs. of 

liquefied Group A2L refrigerants. See 

graphic for control areas. 

 

3) Solid Pile Storage 

2) Rack Storage 

 

2) Rack Storage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Solid Pile 

Construction of a 1-hour fire barrier can be 

as simple as a wood stud wall covered with 

fire-resistant gypsum board. All entrances 

through the 1-hour fire barriers must be 

protected with a fire-rated device, such as 

roll-down shutters or fire doors.  

 

The MAQ for ASHRAE A2L refrigerant 

storage is based on the type of occupancy 

and the number of control areas in the 

building. Each building can have up to 

four control areas, increasing the total 

amount of refrigerant that can be stored 

in the building. 2024 Codes have been 

revised & the table shows maximum 

quantities in each control area for 

common occupancies. 

For more information, visit www.nfpa.org and www.iccsafe.org. 

 

The 2024 International Fire Code (IFC) & 

the National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA) codes & standards were recently 

updated to include A2L refrigerants. 

Model codes & standards are adopted by 

many states and localities. Fire marshals & 

building officials use the maximum 

allowable quantities (MAQ) contained in 

the IFC or NFPA 55 to provide A2L 

storage guidance. 


